Washington Winery Puts
SCGP to Good Use

By Elizabeth Mello

timson Lane, Ltd., with vineyards
sprawling across much of the Co-
lumbiaValley, is the largest wine pro-

ducer in the state of Washington.The
company began using the Supplier
Credit Guarantee Program (SCGP) two
years ago, when one of its managers was
alerted to the program’s potential benefits.
Since then, Stimson Lane, Ltd. has made
substantial use of the program; the com-
pany has found the SCGP to be helpful in

expanding sales to areas that pose a finan-
cial risk.

“It’s export insurance,” said Willi
Bickmore, manager for Stimson Lane.
“From a credit standpoint, it’s an excellent
collection tool. Importers have a greater in-
centive to pay when the government is fol-
lowing up if they don’t.”

So far, Stimson Lane, Ltd. has used sup-
plier credit guarantees to ship precious
Chardonnays and Merlots to far-flung des-
tinations like Barbados, Israel, Mexico,
China, South Korea and Taiwan. And they
are looking for more places to use the pro-
gram.

The winery finds the SCGP easy to use

and the documents easily accessible from
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the Web site. “It’s a good program,”
Bickmore said. “We’ll continue to use
it” m
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